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paratively early age of forty-five, much regretted by his numerous 
friends and by those who looked forward to further contributions 
to science from so intelligent and so energetic an astronomer. 


Capt. Francis PCR BLAcx WOOD, R. N., was the second son 
of Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir H. Blackwood. He entered the 
Navy in 1821, at the age of thirteen, and was promoted to the 
rank of captain in 1836. His activity and his taste for scientific 
pursuits pointed him out as well qualiſied to conduct the examina- 
tion of part of the north-east coast of Australia and the adjacent 
seas, which were imperfectly known; and in the beginning of 
1842 he sailed in command of H.M.S. Fly on that service. 
While visiting the island of Teneriffe he ascended the Peak and 
obtained a satisfactory barometric observation, which afforded a 
height agreeing very nearly with that of Humboldt: he also made 
a slight survey of the island of St. Paul's, in the Indian Ocean, 
which was published by the Admiralty. Capt. Blackwood made a 
detailed examination of many of the small groups of islands within 
the barrier reefs on the north-cast coast of Australia, and of the 
‘inner passage,” or expanse of smooth water between these reefs 
and the coast. 

This service, performed amongst coral reefs rising suddenly 
from great depths, was one of considerable danger, and proved 
that Capt. Blackwood possessed in an eminent degree the pro- 
fessional skill and personal qualities which are indispensable to a 
successful issue in such circumstances, and by which, combined 
with patience and good temper, he preserved his crew from hostile 
collision, except on two occasions, with the treacherous natives of 
Australia and New Guinea, Capt. Blackwood erected a beacon 
on Caine’s Island,—a very important position to navigators in 
those seas. 

Some occultations observed by Capt. Blackwood and com- 
puted by Mr. Breen will be found in the Monthly Notices of the 
Society. He also devoted particular attention to the measurement 
of some important differences of longitude. 

An account of the voyage was published by Mr. B. Jukes, M.A., 
the naturalist of the expedition, by the authority of the Admiralty, 
under the title of Narrative of the Surveying Voyage of H. M. S. 


Fly. 

"Capt. Blackwood returned after this expedition to the ordinary 
course of service; but his career, on which his zeal and abilities 
would, it was hoped, confer lustre, was prematurely closed by 
cancer, of which he died, at the age of forty-five, much regretted. 
He has left a widow and two children. 


Epwarp RIpp_e was born in 1788, at Troughend, in the county 
of Northumberland. At this place he received his early education, 
and afterwards attended a school at Otterburn, on Reedwater, a 
village not less interesting from its beautiful and romantic situa- 
tion than from its historical reminiscences. At this ancient 


